[image: image1.png]Gravesham @

Borough Council



[image: image2.png]




PR
LDF3





Date: 26 January 2012
EMBARGOED UNTIL 2.30PM 26 JANUARY 2012

Preserving green belt is key to plans for the future
 
Gravesham council’s leader Cllr John Burden says he is set to recommend a new planning blueprint which will protect the borough’s green belt land from new development for the next 20 years in the light of the recent consultation throughout the borough.
 
The final Local Development Framework (LDF) documents which will go the government’s inspector later this year are likely to recommend that 5,200 new homes will be needed in that time but that most of the target could be met from existing development schemes, he said. 
 
Cllr Burden says the new framework, which has to be endorsed by the Cabinet, has to take account of the community’s views which were emphatically against encroachments into the green belt and certain greenfield sites identified for the purposes of the consultation as potentially “viable” development sites. The council received thousands of replies to its consultation by letter, questionnaire and email.
 
It is anticipated that the sole exceptions to development in the rural area would potentially be for much-needed housing for the elderly and “extra-care” home facilities.

 
All the rural locations identified as potential development sites in the recent public consultation have been rejected by the majority of people who responded to the consultation – including all the village sites and development south of Astra Drive on Riverview Park and land west of Wrotham Road between the supermarket and St George’s School.
 
Cllr Burden emphasised that these concerns must be taken into account. “I am confident that our final proposals should reject development unwanted by the community.”
 
Council officers are working on the final draft of the LDF proposals in the light of the responses but Cllr Burden says he is clear that the Cabinet should adopt levels of development which protect the green belt and still allow 5,200 new homes in the borough by 2032.
 
The sites which could provide the bulk of the 5,200 new homes are:
 
         Canal Basin where another 650 homes (permission given in December last year)
         Dalefield Way (permission for 130 homes was given in December last year)
         Heritage Quarter (planning application expected in the first half of this year)
         Northfleet Embankment (part of the Kent Thameside regeneration scheme)
 
“Windfall” applications could be reasonably expected to make up the rest of the needed homes in the latter part of the next two decades.
 
The original options put out to public consultation also included extending the acreage of Green Belt land and this is still expected to be included in the final council policy. 
 
Council leader Cllr John Burden said: “We said we would listen and that this was a genuine consultation. We were obliged to put forward all the potential sites for development – even those we did not favour – and we took the flak from people who misunderstood our position. 
 
“I hope those people – and the many who supported the consultation process – now realise that we have listened to the community and we have taken decisions in their best interests. But the battle is not won. I call on all of those who were involved and who now must welcome our final plans to support the council because we still have to persuade the Secretary of State’s inspectorate that our plans are not only viable but carry the community with them.
 
“We believe in real localism and we will prove it. It is now for the government to do the same.”
 
Cabinet member for Planning Delivery Cllr Lee Croxton, who attended a number of the public meetings on the LDF, added: “Council officials worked extraordinarily hard in explaining the process and then in gathering and studying the thousands of responses. Along the way they took quite a deal of abuse from people who feared the worse.
 
“I think the outcome will prove that the council has earned the trust of the community and we truly hope the community will support the council’s view as the framework goes forward.”
 
The Local Development Framework (LDF) forms the basis of local planning and gives direction to planners and developers over the next 20 years. It looks at potential housing need over that period as well as the need for commercial development to provide jobs. 
 
Once the Cabinet agrees the LDF recommendations the proposals will be open for public comment once more as they then will go to the Secretary of State. “It is at this stage when we will be looking for a public endorsement to our policies,” said Cllr Burden.
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